Department of Science & Technology

International Division
Indo-Swiss Joint Research Programme (ISJRP)

Call for Proposals -2005

Joint Research Project Proposals are invited from scientists and researchers of India and Switzerland for support under ISJRP, being launched by the Governments of India and Switzerland. The nodal agencies for the implementation of ISJRP are the Department of Science & Technology (DST), India and the Swiss National Science Foundation (SNSF).  ISJRP aims at bringing together key researchers and research groups from the Swiss and Indian institutions in all research scientific & technological research areas. 

Identified areas:

Initially project proposals are invited in the following fields / sub-fields: 

· Genomics 

· Functional Genomics of neuro-psychiatric disorders

· Chemoinformatics for drug discovery

· Inter-individual susceptibility to viral disease

· Identification of novel long- and short-range DNA regulatory elements based on observed co-regulation of gene networks 

· Information Technology and applications

· Sensor Network

· Computer Vision

· Wireless System/Communication

· Image and Signal Processing

· Cryptography and Security

· Verification

Project duration: 2 years, extendable by two years. 

Funding:

Grants will be offered towards Hiring of Research Fellows (up to 2 per project on each side) for the project duration (recruitment to be done as per the guidelines of funding agencies for example, on the Indian side the candidate should have been qualified through NET/GATE and remuneration will be as per the guidelines applicable to DST projects in general); and travel and living costs (normally for 4 visits from each side spread over the project duration) within the framework of well-defined and approved research projects. The sending side will bear the travel cost (including overseas medical insurance) between the place of work of the scientists/students in their own country and the place of work in the host country.  The host side will provide the living expenses. The maximum duration of the visit for senior scientists is one month and for doctoral and postdoctoral fellows is 3 months. It is expected that primary financing for the collaborative research project is already available/ will be available to both the sides from other sources. Hence, project-related incidental costs (for example, bench fees, costs for computer time, materials, documentation, photocopying, printing, internal travel) shall not be covered under this programme, as is the case for costs related to purchase of equipment, infrastructure, workspace and office machines etc. 
Application Procedure:

The proposals jointly prepared by at least one research institution from Switzerland and one institution from India in the prescribed formats (at Annexure-I) should be submitted simultaneously to the coordinating agencies in India and Switzerland by the indicated deadline. The proposal must be in English. Brief curriculum vitae of the applicants and participants (not more than 2 pages per participant including list of only the 5 most relevant publications during the last 5 years) from both sides. 10 copies of the application and the attachments are required to be submitted. 

Selection Procedure:

Proposals will be independently reviewed by the Indian and Swiss sides as per respective mechanisms. Scientific merit, feasibility, expertise of the proposed project participants and rationale for collaboration will be the basic criteria for evaluation. Based on the ratings, DST and SNSF will finally select about 8 projects for support.

Time table:

Deadline for submission of completed applications

March 31, 2005

Short-listing of selected projects



  
May 31, 2005

Commencement of Projects 




July 1, 2005.

Contact persons for submission of proposals:

	India
	Switzerland

	Dr G Padmanabham

Director & Scientist-F

International Division

Department of Science & Technology

New Mehrauli Road, 

New Delhi 110016

Email: gparc@mail.nic.in
	Prof Pramod Rastogi 

Adjoint scientifique

EPFL VPRI

GC G1 527 (Batiment GC)

Station 18

CH-1015 Lausanne

E-mail: pramod.rastogi@epfl.ch


