	[image: image1.jpg]MATIMO'P

Israeli Industry Center for R&D




	[image: image2.png]



Department of Science & Technology Government of India, New Delhi


INDIA – ISRAEL Initiative for Industrial R&D (i4RD)
Call for Proposals for Joint Industrial R&D projects-2006
i4RD is a bilateral framework providing financial support for collaborative industrial R&D ventures between Indian and Israeli companies. 

The framework is implemented by the Department of Science & Technology of the Ministry of Science & Technology in India (DST), and MATIMOP, on behalf of the Office of the Chief Scientist (OCS) in Israel. 

Focus will be on biotechnology, nanotechnology, space science and technology, water management and non conventional energy sources (particularly solar). However, projects in other areas may also be considered on merit.
1. Qualifications

The criteria to be followed in order to apply to the present Call are:
a) At least two science and technology companies from the respective countries should express a desire to cooperate in the research and development of a new product or a new process.

b) The project may involve more than one company from each side; academic/research entities are eligible to join as sub-contractors. 

c) The product should be highly innovative with significant commercial potential. 

d) The partners should agree in advance on the IP rights and on the commercialization strategy of the product. 

Any partner whose cooperative R&D project is consistent with the aforesaid criteria can apply to the present Call in accordance with the national Laws, Rules, Regulations and Procedures in effect.
2. Size of Investments and Matching Funds

a) i4RD financial will support may be provided in the form of returnable soft loan/ royalty  to the selected projects limited up to an amount equivalent to  US$ 500,000 amount  per project, split between the Indian and Israeli partners 

b) The IIRDCI financial support may not exceed 50% of the total cost of the project. 

c) The support will be given to each partner by its own Authorities (DST/OCS) in accordance with the national Laws, Rules, Regulations and Procedures in effect.
3. Submission of the project proposals
The project application must be sent, simultaneously to the Indian Authorities (Ministry of Science and Technology, DST) and Israeli Authorities (Ministry of Industry Trade and Labour, OCS, with a copy to MATIMOP) by means of the attached Application Form in English language.  The application must be filled in all its parts and signed by the person responsible for the project. 
The Indian partner is required to submit a Joint Project Proposal in the common prescribed format as well as National Project Format, in accordance with the Government of India regulations.  The common project format and the national project format & guidelines may be downloaded from the DST website i.e., www.stic-dst.org.in or www.dst.gov.in .  Ten copies of the proposal may be submitted by Indian companies in the prescribed format throughout the year to:
Head, International Division, Department of Science & Technology, Technology Bhawan, New Mehrauli Road, New Delhi-110016. 
The Israeli partner will attach in addition to the above mentioned Application Form the Israeli National Application Form, in accordance with the OCS regulations. The National Application Form and guidelines may be downloaded from the OCS website i.e., www.moital.gov.il/madan/tfasim 
LINK TO APPLICATION FORM
4. Evaluation and selection of the projects
DST and OCS (as in Article 2 of the Agreement) will carry out an evaluation process of the joint R&D application and will select the proper project to be financially supported in accordance with their national laws and regulations.  
5. Repayments

When a project results in sales of a product, service or process, the financial support must be repaid to the national authorities, in accordance with the national laws and regulations.  
6. Publication of the Results
The Indian/Israeli partners whose projects have been selected will be informed of the result by the respective agencies.  The list of selected projects will be published in DST and MATIMOP’s website.
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